. For a review of the crystal structures of guanidinato-ligated metal complexes, see: Bailey & Pace (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Mg 2 (C 19 
The mono(guanidinato) yttrium dichloride complex was synthesized by the reaction of guanidinato lithium with one equivalent of YCl 3 in THF according to a literature procedure. Treatment of the mono(guanidinato) yttrium dichloride complex with Mg(C 3 H 5 )Cl in 1:2 molar ratio in THF at room temperature, after recrystallization, afforded the title complex as colorless crystals. Colourless prisms were obtained from a saturated hexane solution at 243 K.
Refinement
H-atoms were placed in calculated positions and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation.
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound with displacement elliposids drawn at the 30% probability level. Atoms with suffix A are generated by the symmetry operation (1-x, 1-y, 1-z). 
Special details

